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Newt sits by my feet while Lily stays
at the door, panting. The room is too
small for the three of us, so I just keep
the door open. It’s great because I’m
never lonely in the bathroom anymore,
and everyone knows going to the bath-

room is lonely business. It’s a win-win,
really. As long as my dogs are happy, I’m
happy.

Except on Independence Day.
There’s no pleasing them on our great
country’s birthday. The Fourth of July is
a dog’s worst nightmare, full of cease-
less noise and endless anxiety.

I was invited to a party this year, a
full-blown affair complete with hot
dogs, hamburgers, and an epic fire-

works display. I had hoped to go, but
who would stay with my four-legged
friends?

I’ll probably just stay home, sit on the
floor, and wrap my dogs in blankets. Ev-
ery once in a while we can all go to the
bathroom together or get a drink out of
the sink. It will be wonderful, almost
like that Fourth of July party I was hop-
ing to attend. Maybe I’ll celebrate by get-
ting the girls special treats and hand

feeding them while they shake in my
arms. Whatever it takes.

I’ve heard people say that old dogs
can’t learn new tricks, but I don’t believe
them. Because here I am at 54, learning
to accommodate the delicate lives of
two very pampered pups. And I feel cer-
tain there’s more training in my future. 

Leslie Snow may be reached at snow
column@aol.com.
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er and be there for each other. We had a
parish dinner every Christmas where
we all came together for a meal; the par-
ish paid for that for all of us. 

“He really got involved with our ac-
tivities, too. He attended lots of things
and I saw him dress up in some silly cos-
tume more than once. He used to dress
as a leprechaun every St. Patrick’s Day
and come running down the aisle.

“I think his biggest accomplishment
is that he reduced the parish debt to zero
and then rebuilt the Parish Hall to make
it a great gathering space complete with
industrial kitchen."

Fr. Michael became a priest more
than 52 years ago, spending more than
20 years in Tennessee, 12 of those lead-
ing the parish at All Saints.

At 76, he’s been asked to pastor St.
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in
Fairfield Glade, a retirement communi-
ty.

“We’re all a great big family due to Fr.
Michael,” said parishioner Barbara
Stine. “I know I’ll miss him, we’re all go-
ing to miss him; but he has to go where
he’s asked and we’re all behind him. I’m
sure he’ll make them one big family,
too.”

Fr. Michael Woods on his Ordination
Day June 19, 1966. SUBMITTED

Fr. Michael Woods gets a hug from parishioners Cindy Ordonz and Yaneth Ryion
following his last Mass at All Saints Catholic Church on Sunday, June 24. NANCY
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larly term limits, and plans to term limit
himself.

Nelson, an attorney, said he sees
what happens in Nashville affect his
small business. He said he wants to
bring a small-business approach to the
state government and make sure the
government is forward thinking on in-
frastructure, making sure the roads are
supporting a safe and good standard of
living.

Campfield, a former senator for Dis-
trict 7, said he is concerned with the
opioid crisis, saying it is a long-term
problem that needs rehabilitation rath-
er than jail time. He is against tax in-
creases and says Tennessee should not
be a magnet for undocumented immi-
grants.

Hutchison, a former policeman and
five-term sheriff, is a Karns resident
who is concerned with school safety,
saying in 2000 (as sheriff) he placed a
police officer rather than a resource offi-
cer in schools. Resource officers must
also teach a class; a police officer is ded-
icated to the school as a patrol zone.

Lafferty, a Realtor dealing with rental
properties, said he can’t find a young
tradesman. He said he would like to in-
crease trade programs through the
“Ride and Decide” program and expand-
ing programs in schools. He said he be-
lieves in keeping government small and
taxes low.

Kane prepared several questions.
One was, “How would you improve our
educational system?”

The majority of candidates said
they’d vote to reduce the amount of
testing and do away with teaching to
test. Campfield said to use the ACT and
do away with weeks of testing. Hutchi-
son said do away with “No child left be-
hind” and stop passing failing kids
along in the system.

Martinez was the only candidate to
talk about budgeting.

“We need to fully fund our education
system. The schools are underfunded
$500 million and our teachers are beg-
ging for raises. Most of them work a sec-
ond job to make ends meet. Our technol-
ogy is outdated. We must increase fund-
ing for schools.”

Kane asked the candidates: “Are you
in favor of criminal justice reform and
what does that look like to you.”

Most candidates said to give alterna-
tive sentencing such as trash pickup
and community service to low-level of-
fenders. Martinez said there was no
need to send someone to jail for simple
possession of marijuana. She said many
people in jail are actually addicts in
need of treatment versus jail.

Hutchison disagreed, saying many
people in the system who are addicted
don’t want help.

Nelson said recidivism was the prob-
lem and we need to offer training and

job assistance to those getting out of jail.
Kane asked another question having

to do with medical marijuana. “Would
you legalize medical marijuana if it
came to a vote on the floor of the
House?”

The candidates, except for Hutchi-
son, said that they would vote ‘yes’ for
medical marijuana if it were appropri-
ately regulated for use in serious ill-
nesses like seizures, cancer and Parkin-
son’s disease.

Hutchison said that during his time
in law enforcement he dealt with people
on marijuana and it was not a good ex-
perience, but he would reluctantly yield
to the medical community.

“I have to be convinced, but if the
medical field said it was a great idea
then I’d look at it, but as of now I’d have
to vote ‘no.’”

Lafferty got emotional citing a
friend’s experience with his mother-in-
law suffering from end stage cancer.
Lafferty’s friend risked his livelihood to
acquire marijuana for his mother-in-
law to help her during her last days.

“My friend went out on a limb pur-
chasing a large amount of marijuana,
enough to cost him his job. They con-
verted it to oil; and while it did not save
her life, it did add to her life, helped to
ease her pain and increased her appe-
tite. I asked him why he would do such a
thing and he said ‘because you don’t
know what it’s like to watch someone
die right before your very eyes.’

“How is it in this country we don’t let
adults make decisions about their life
especially so close to the very end is be-
yond me.”

Election day is Aug. 2 with early vot-
ing beginning July 13.
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School board Member Terry Hill and Stacey Campfield mug for the camera.
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Jesse Nelson and Justin Lafferty take a moment for a quick “hello.”

Coleen Martinez fields questions by fellow Democrat Heather Hensley.

Victoria Raschke gives a hug to her
favorite candidate, Keifel Agostini.

Guy Smoak gets a greeting at the door
from Roger Kane.


